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allowed the al Qaeda leader to flee to 
the shadowy hinterlands between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. 

Early in 2002, with bin Laden still on 
the loose, President Bush turned his 
attention to Iraq. Citing the threat of 
Iraq’s nuclear weapons program and 
Saddam Hussein’s links to al Qaeda, 
Bush marshaled a war resolution 
through Congress. 

Resolve, however, was not enough to 
win the support of the United Nations; 
so our President, determined to stop 
Iraq’s supposed nuclear threat, went to 
Iraq with the support of only a loose 
and fragmented coalition of other 
countries. 

Since the beginning of the war in 
Iraq, no weapons of mass destruction 
have been found and no evidence has 
ever linked Saddam Hussein to al 
Qaeda. Still, the President’s handlers 
point to his resolve as a source of 
strength. Strength for whom? The ter-
rorists who have escaped from Amer-
ica’s grasp as we shamefully turned our 
attention to Iraq? The leaders of Iran 
and North Korea who continue to de-
velop the deadliest weapons known to 
man? Resolve, as thousands of insur-
gents savagely attack our soldiers and 
Iraqi civilians? Resolve, as more than 
1,000 American soldiers and at least 
13,000 innocent Iraqi civilians are 
killed in Iraq? And let us not forget 
about the more than 7,000 U.S. soldiers 
who have been gravely wounded. Where 
is the resolve to protect our troops? 

I, for one, am sick and tired of the 
White House calling it resolve when 
President Bush continues to focus on 
Iraq at the expense of other, more im-
portant issues. 

Today the House voted to reallocate 
$3.4 billion of last year’s $18.4 billion 
supplemental, using it for military pur-
poses instead of for Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion. So now we are forced to pilfer 
money that is supposed to pay for in-
frastructure needs for the Iraqi people. 

This, after spending less than $2 bil-
lion of the $18.4 billion allocated for 
Iraq’s reconstruction in the first place. 
I do not consider that resolve; I con-
sider it malignant neglect of an entire 
country’s needs. 

There has to be a better way to han-
dle the quagmire in Iraq. That is why I 
have introduced H. Con. Res. 392, a 
SMART security platform for the 21st 
century. SMART stands for Sensible 
Multilateral American Response to 
Terrorism. 

SMART security treats war as an ab-
solute last resort. It fights terrorism 
with stronger intelligence and multi-
lateral partnerships, and it controls 
the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion with aggressive diplomacy, strong 
regional security arrangements, and 
vigorous inspection regimes. 

If we had pursued a SMART security 
strategy in the first place, America 
would not be embroiled in this violent 
situation in Iraq. Let us not forget that 
Saddam Hussein did not have a nuclear 
weapons program and Iraq did not have 
ties to al Qaeda. Instead of blindly fo-

cusing our country’s resources on a 
conflict that has nothing to do with 
American security, President Bush 
should take off his blinders and focus 
on the real threats to our country. 

How can we be secure if our public 
schools are failing our children and 40 
million Americans lack health insur-
ance? How can we be secure when our 
President’s shameful tax cuts force our 
children to repay America’s debt for 
the next several decades? 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida addressed the House. His remarks 
will appear hereafter in the Extensions 
of Remarks.) 
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THE JUDGES OF MADISON COUNTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, the 
previous speaker makes me want to 
spend my next few minutes talking 
about another subject. I guess what I 
need to do is just totally say that I am 
sorry to be in the same room with 
some of those remarks, but I will stay 
on my subject tonight, because I rise 
tonight to begin a discussion of the 
‘‘number one Judicial Hellhole’’ for 
2003, as named by the American Tort 
Reform Association. 

A year ago, prior to a long list of 
complaints I received from Georgia 
companies, I had never heard of the 
place known as Madison County, Illi-
nois. Now that has changed within the 
last year; and from the facts that I 
have heard, it seems that the judges of 
all people of Madison county regularly 
apply the civil laws in an unfair man-
ner and violate the fundamental con-
stitutional rights of defendants, par-
ticularly those that hail from other 
States. One might wonder why a person 
from Georgia would be complaining 
about judges in Illinois. Well, the rea-
son is they are affecting my constitu-
ents and the citizens of my State. 

Madam Speaker, I could not sit on 
these complaints from good Georgia 
companies any longer. I sent a letter to 
Attorney General Ashcroft on Sep-
tember 10 asking for a formal inves-
tigation of Madison County. 

Little did I know that this letter 
would send the attorneys of Madison 
County into complete temper tan-
trums. It should. They are guilty of 
lining their pockets at the expense of 
their clients. Yes, at the expense of 
their clients. And perhaps, Madam 
Speaker, one of the most guilty is Ran-
dall Bono. 

Mr. Bono’s law firm, Simmons-Coo-
per, generated over $1 billion in settle-
ments in 2003. Somewhere between 30 
to 40 percent of those settlements were 

kept by that firm. The public service 
that Mr. Bono has offered in his career 
includes two lawsuits against 
Ameritech. He walked away with $16 
million. His clients each got a $5 phone 
card. 

Contrary to the comments Mr. Bono 
made during his tantrum, my only mo-
tivation is to protect the companies of 
Georgia from frivolous lawsuits. Not 
only do those frivolous lawsuits triple 
car insurance rates for the people liv-
ing in and around Madison County, 
they also send doctors fleeing from the 
region and, of the greatest concern to 
me, they force American companies to 
close up shops and take good American 
jobs overseas to avoid such harass-
ments. 
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These kind of illegal shenanigans do 
cause outsourcing of jobs. We are all 
suffering, and for what? To line the 
pockets of lawyers like Bono? 

The letter I sent to Attorney General 
Ashcroft is five and a half pages full of 
cases where defendants’ constitutional 
rights to due process have been vio-
lated. I can take all night reviewing 
them, and I will outline them over the 
coming weeks. However, what I want 
to outline here is a possible reason why 
Madison County has become such a ju-
dicial hellhole. 

Between 1980 and 2002, 90 percent of 
the contributions made to Madison 
County judicial candidates came from 
plaintiffs’ lawyers. Judges have re-
ceived tens of thousands of dollars in 
contributions, even in the years that 
they are unopposed. Several plaintiffs’ 
firms with no Madison County office 
have contributed money to Madison 
County judicial campaigns. 

Madam Speaker, I have a strong be-
lief that when Attorney General 
Ashcroft looks into the situation in 
Madison County, he is going to find 
that the cases I have outlined are just 
the tip of the iceberg. 

I take it very personally when judges 
try to legislate from the bench. I take 
it even more personally when they 
overreach their power and steal from 
good companies in Georgia. 

This will be an ongoing thing, 
Madam Speaker. I will report to my 
colleagues every night of how we are 
doing in the hellhole of the United 
States, Madison County, where the 
judges and plaintiffs’ lawyers are steal-
ing from the people. 
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NAMING POST OFFICES SHOULD 
NOT TAKE PRIORITY OVER 
BASIC CONGRESSIONAL RESPON-
SIBILITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to thank my colleague be-
forehand who spoke, and I am pleased 
to be here in the chamber when he did. 
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